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This Month in Search & Rescue 

Special points of 

interest: 

• 6.1.2019 Tech Training 

W Stronghold 

• 6.2.2019 K-9 training 

Paloma Trail 

• 6.6.2019 Training & 

Meeting 

• 6.6.2019 Agency Assist 
Bisbee PD, male subject 

suffering from dementia 

• 6.8.2019 Conditioning 
hike and tech training 

Brown Canyon 

• 6.9.2019 K-9 Training 

Palominas Rd and Waters 

• 6.11.2019 Greenlee 

County Assist 

• 6.15.2019 Training Dry 

Canyon 

• 6.16.2019 Rescue Monte-

zuma 

• 6.22.2019 K-9 Training 

Misty Ray Rd 

• Lots of Hug –A-Tree 

During this tech training session 

Eric, S7 ,went over the personal 

tech gear we are supposed to 

carry and the subsequent field 

applications.  
Travel restriction at the edge, 

safety, building a 3:1, rappel with  
Muenter, and belaying more than 

one person with a Muenter as 

well as tie off. He went over ten-

sionless anchors ,etc., utilizing no 

carabiner and using a carabiner.  Everyone was able to prac-

tice the various applications 

hands on.  
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Another great training day for our K-9 

group. K-Oz and Odin were able to  

work a five months old HRD problem. 

It is amazing how well their noses work, 

getting to the location like champs and 

giving the FTR (final trained response.). 

Had to look for K-Oz in the brush, 

since I no longer heard his bell. Odin 

did excellent as well. Ashley was work-

ing on two aged problems with Z, which 
she solved with no problems.  We are a 

really lucky group in regard to our trail 

layers, staying in the field with no com-

plaints creating big scent pools for our 

dogs to work through.   
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6.6.2019 Training and Meeting 

 

Dr. Scuba Corner 

 
Leadership is not a 

position or a title, it is 

action and example.  

 
Great leaderships is-

n't about control. It’s 

about empowering 

people.  

 
It is better to know 

knots and not need 

knots, than to need 

knots and not know 

knots. 

6.2.2019 K-9 Training Paloma Trail  

Eric S7, again went over the personal gear we are supposed to carry in our 24-hour 

pack. He demonstrated the various applications and had other team members con-

struct such as a tensionless anchor, girth hitch, prussic, etc.  We never got to the meet-

ing part, because we were asked 

to assist Bisbee PD with a missing 

person suffering from dementia.  



 June 2019 

The team was all in one location 

at SEACOM when this call came 

in and we were in Bisbee in no 

time. By the time we arrived we 

learned the subject hitched a ride 

into Warren, where he caught the 

bus to Douglas and was dropped 

off by Food City.  This could have 

been a very lengthy search, since 

the subject had been missing since 
1515 hours and we did not get 

called until almost 1830.  

  

6.6.2019 Assist Bisbee PD 
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6.8.2019 Conditioning Hike and Tech Review 

Not everyone showed up for this hike, 

especially those who needed it. Deuce R24 

and Mike R42 set up some excellent tech 

review using the personal gear we are 

supposed to carry.  This was a one-on-one 

instruction, and everyone got involved in 

setting up systems just using the personal 

gear being carried. Deuce and Mike re-

ceived some 

great feed 

back on this 

by everyone 

who attend-

ed. Work-

ing in small-

er groups is 

really bene-

ficial for 

everyone, 

Lots of 
rotations 

and hands 

on.   

 



This was another great training day for our 

K-9s. We worked on starts and turns, as 

well as aged area search to include buried 

HRD within the San Pedro River. Bruce the 

trackler rocked it. All the training is paying 

off and our K-9s are getting better and bet-

ter with each training. For the last Bisbee 

PD assist, Bruce was ready to go and was 

able to “look” for one of the Bisbee Police 

officers. Bruce is fun to watch, especially 
when he is searching for the scent on the 

ground. Burce’s trail was over one hour old 

and he worked these corners just beautiful-

ly—a true trackler. 

Dietz and Z worked 

some aged area 

search scenarios in 

the field. Both did 

awesome. Both then 

worked a problem in 

the river, and both 

came across some 

additional “victims” 

giving the appropriate  

recall. K-Oz and Odin 

did pretty well  on the 

buried bone within the 

San Pedro River. Dur-

ing the hot summer 

months we have to 

start our training quite 

early or work later in 

the evening. It is crazy 

how hot the dirt, 

sand, and grass gets.  
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6.9.2019 K-9 Training Palominas 

 
 

 



.On 6.11.2019 we again 

were asked to assist Green-

lee County for search of a 

drowning victim. They want-

ed us to again check an area 

of high probability. Several 

canines showed interest in 

these area. The only prob-

lem, running water, and who 

knows where the scent is 

coming from and or how 

deep the subject is buried in 

the sand. We were told the 

river continually shifted, and 

deep holes were all of a 

sudden covered with sand. 

Embankments crumbled and 

open area underneath were 

no longer in existence—

pretty tough. Greenlee had 

a lot of folks out there help-

ing with somewhat rerout-

ing the  river.  

6.11.2019 Greenlee County Assist 
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6.15.2019 Group Training Dry Canyon 

 

We began this particular group training with 

GPS conversion training.  Folks vere given 

various GPS coordinates in different formats; 

D M, D D, UTM. They were also provided 

maps  showing the same coordinate system. 

The task was to convert a given coordinate 

to the one used and then plot the coordinate 

on the map. The team went through about 8 

different points and became really proficient 

and quick in changing between the coordi-

nates. When we help other counties our 

team needs to be  proficient in changing their 

GPSs reflecting the units said county is using. 

For instance Coconino County is using UTM 

in all their searches, whereas Cochise is using 

DM. The 9-1-1 calls come in as DD and BP is 

also using the DD format. The training con-

cluded with a search /rescue scenario. We 
utilized our mounted team to transport tech-

nical rescue gear to the subject location for 

extraction.  We also learned Gipsy does not 

loud clanking noises on her back.  
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6.16.2019 Rescue Montezuma Pass 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

July 2019 
Training Schedule 

 
7.4.2019 Happy 4th of July 

 

7.6.2019 Tech Training 
 

7.7.2019 K-9 Fairbanks 0600 

 

7.11.2019 Training and Meeting SEACOM 

 

7.13.2019 K-9 Rifle Range (Gold Gulch Rd 

off Arizona Street outside Warren) 0600 

 

7.20.2019 General Training Mock Search all 

personnel 

 

7.21.2019 K-9 Empire Ranch (subject to 

change) 

 

7.27.2019 K-9 Hwy 90 E of San Pedro 

Bridge N Side of Rd 

 

 

 

We lucked out on Saturday. Normally, 

when we have training we quite often end 

up with a mission just a couple of hours 

later. Well, it happened on Sunday. Luckily 

most of the BBQs were done, when the 

call for this rescue came in around 1830 

hours. ,  
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6.22.2019 K-9 Training Misty Ray Rd 

 

 

Our K-9 training days are starting rather 

early during these  hot summer months. A 

630 am or earlier is quite common, and we 

finish before it gets too hot.  Working the 

dogs in this hot environment, we really 

have to pay close attention to their wel 

being and any sign of possible distress. No 

training is worth losing a dog to heat 

stroke.  Train, train, train, never a break. 

Working a K-9 takes a lot of discipline and 

the willingness to constantly train. Wheth-

er during a group training or on your own. 

It never stops. The reliability of our search 

K-9 depends on 

our training. The 

more we train the 

better they, and 

we become.   
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Turn Around Don’t Drown 
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August 2019 

Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Training Schedule August 

 
8.1.2019 Training and Meeting SEA-

COM 1730 hrs 

 

8.3.2019 Tech Training 

 

8.4.2019 K-9 Charleston N Side 

 
8,10.2019 K-9 Waters off Palominas 

Rd 

 
8.17.& 18 2019 Basic SAR Academy 

Mandatory for all new personnel 

 
8,24,2019 K-9 Hwy 90 N side of Rd 

east of Bridge 

 

8.31.2019 K-9 Paloma Trail Head 

 
(All K-9 training dates and location are 

subject to change ) 

 



Page 10 June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assist Other Agency by D. Epps 
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Heed the Heat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hug-A-Tree — Benson 6.28.2019 


